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Sir WILLIAM COURTENAY, Bart. 
C HAIR MAN, 


JoHN Bass ET r, Eſq; 
JAuEs Wulr x, Eſq; Treafurers, 
| AND TO OTHER THE 
COVEERNWODS 
2+. OF THE 
Devon and Exeter Hoſpital, 
3 This DISCOURSE 
| 1 8, 
With all Reſpect, 
4 Inſcribed, 
By their obedient, and 
| | Ao humble Servant, 


J. SLEECH. 
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Luke X. 36, 37. 
ich now of theſ. 2 three, thinkes thou, 


was Neighbour unto him that fell amon 


the Thieves (Ver. 37.) And he ſaid, 
He that ſhewed "Ro on him. Then 


ſaid Jeſus unto htm, Go, and do thou 
likewiſe. 


Certain Lawyer taking Notice of, and 
IF offended at, the Freedom with which 
IS our Bleſſed Saviour treated his Profeſ- 
ſion, and that of the Scribes, whoſe 
Buſineſs it was to expound the Law, 
had no other Way, as he thought, of 


ue their Reputation, and drawing 
the People from him, than by expoſing him to them as 


a Reviler of the Law of Moſes, and a Setter-forth 
of ſtrange Do&rines. Full, therefore, of his own 


Knowledge and — he approaches the Great 
= A Au- 


_ _ 


Ver. 25. 


[2] 
Author of all Wiſdom, with this capticus Queſtion, 
Maſter, what ſhall I do ts inherit eternal Life? Fair 
and plauſible the Requeſt, but the Searcher of Hearts 
knew his Deſign, and that he inquired not ſo much 
out of a Deſire to be inform'd, as in Hopes to poſe him 
whom he affected to call Maſter, or to lead him to 
ſuch an Anſwer as might contradi& the Eſtabliſh'd 
Faith, and give an Handle of Accuſation againſt him. 


Our Saviour, therefore, to avoid this Snare, refers him 


Ver. 26, 


to that Law, which he pretended ſo much Knowledge 
in, for an Anſwer, What (faith he) 7s written in 
the Law ? and how readeſt thou? You that profeſs 
yourſelf a Teacher and Expounder of the Law, can- 
not ſure be ignorant in a Point of ſo much Importance: 


On which he repeated the two Great Commandments 


of loving God and our Neighbcur. Our Saviour 


commended his Anſwer, and for the Sake and Inſtruc- 


Ver. 28, 


8 Ver. 29. 


tion of all his Hearers, took this Occaſion to recom- 
mend thoſe Duties, when rightly explain'd, as the 


Subſtance of true Religion, and the only Means of 


attaining everlaſting Life. This do, ſaith he, and 
thou ſhalt live. | 

This, however, does not ſatisfy our captious Queſ- 
tioniſt, Conſcious, therefore, of his Negle& of the 
moral, and very confident of his exa& Performance 
of the ceremonial Law, and willing to juſtify himſelf 


as an Obſerver of the one, and excuſe himſelf for the 


Neglect of the other, by a pretended Ignorance of 
the Object of it, he ſaid unto Jeſus, And who is my 
Neighbour & The over-weening Few acknowledg'd 

no 


no Neighbour but of his own Kindred, Nation, and 
Religion ; ſuch was the narrow Extent of his Bene- 
volence, that the common Acts of Humanity, the 
giving a Cup of Water to a thirſty Traveller, or di- 
recting him to the right Way, unleſs he were a Few 


or a Proſelyte, would be eſteem'd unlawful. How ts it, Jobs ir. 9. 


ſays the Woman of Samaria, that thou being a Jew, 
aſteſt Drink of me, who am a Woman of Samaria ? 
for the Jews have no Dealings with the Samaritans. 

This being the receiv'd Opinion, the Lawyer ima- 
gin'd, perhaps, our Saviour could never give an An- 
{wer to this Queſtion, conſiſtently with that and his 
own Doctrines. Inſtead, therefore, of directly an- 
ſwering this inſidious Enquirer, he relates a moſt ex- 
cellent and uſeful Parable, or (as the Learned Grotins 
thinks) a Matter of Fact, not perhaps unknown to 
ſome that were preſent : 'The Application of which 
is in the Words of the Text: And the Parable or Sto- 

ry itſelf, with ſuch Obſervations as naturally ariſe 
from it, will be the Subject of this Diſcourſe, 

Never does our Bleſſed Saviour omit any Opportu- 
nity, from the moſt common Accidents, to raiſe ſome 
uſeful Leſſon of Inſtruction for his Diſciples, to remove 
ſome Error or Prejudice, to reform their Underſtanding 
as well as Lives. I might inſtance in many Places; but 
we need go no further than that we are upon. Inſtead 
of giving a direct Anſwer to the Queſtion propoſed, 
he chuſes to relate a Story, in which he ts vo ſet 
forth, in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Light, a lively Pic- 
ture of that unneighbourly and ungenerous Diſgoſiti- 
„% : on, 


— 


[4] 


on, which the Jews were then ſo notorious for. It was 
their Boaſt that they were the Seed of Abraham, the 
Choſen People of God; with them were the Lato and 
the Oracles of God; from whence they fondly ima- 
gin'd it was below them to pay any Regard to Men of 
other Nations or Opinions; that it were a Sin almoſt 
to keep Company with a Srranger or a Samaritan, 
much more to relieve or aſſiſt them. Such a Repre- 
ſentation does our Saviour give of them, and makes 
even the Fewiſhh Lawyer, whoſe Conceit of his own 
Knowledge and Underſtanding had put him on fo 
unequal a Combat, confeſs it to be true and condemn 
it, Let us, therefore, attend to the Story. 
A certain Man went down from Jeruſalem to Jeri- 
cho, and, returning home, fell among Thieves, which 
ſtripped him of his Raiment, and (perhaps, enraged 
that he had nothing elſe for them) wounded him, and 
departed, leaving him balf-dead. Here is an Object in 
the moſt pityable Circumſtances that can well be con- 
ceived. Such indeed as no one that was not diveſted 
of all Humanity, one would imagine, could hear of 
without being moved, much leſs behold without an 
earneſt Deſire of immediately relieving, Yet ſuch, it 
ſeems, there were, that could even ſee a Fellow Crea- 
ture, in ſo diſtreſſed and forlorn a Condition, with no 
other Effect than to fly from it as faſt as they could. 
For we are told, that by Chance à certain Prieſt came 
down that Way. A fortunate Circumſtance, one 
would have thought, for the poor Traveller ; one of 
his holy Profeſſion, ſure, will have Pity on him! But, 
HS n alas ! 


" * +» - 


—＋ 


SY 
alas! it happened that he look'd on this as no Part of 
his Religion; for we read, that when he ſaw him, be 

aſſed by on the other Side. Tis not to be ſuppoſed 
2 that he had ſome tender Feelings at this miſerable 
Spectacle; it muſt have given him a flight Concern ; 
but Reaſons encugh were ready to excuſe his farther 
Notice ; which, indeed, Men ſeldom want for omitting 
that to which they have no Diſpoſttion. He might 
urge the Danger to himſelf by ſtaying there, or the 
Neceſſity of proceeding on his Journey on account of 
his Function: With a kind Wiſh, therefore, it may be, 
he haſtened away to the Performance of it, 


CR 
a 
* 2 - 
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ittle Ci, in 


mindful, as has been well obſerved, of that divine Locum. 


Sentence, ſo often inculcated by our Bleſſed Saviour, 
I will have Mercy and not Seerifice. Se 
The Prieſt then, void of Humanity, leaves the mi- 
ſerable Object; and another, of a ſacred Character too, 
ſucceeds, and with no better Diſpoſition, a Levite 
(one of that Tribe whom. we read in the Book of Deu- 
teronomy, Chap. x. 8. God had ſeparated to bear the 
Ark of the Covenant, and oo guage” before the Lord, 
and to miniſter unto him, and to bleſs in his Name) 
when he was come near to the Place, went and looked 
on him. Had he oaly ſeen him at a Diſtance, he 
might not have ſuſpe&ed his real Miſery, and ſo, 
without this Aggravation of his Cruelty, might have 
proſecuted his Journey; but he was ſtruck with the 
Sight, and Curioſity led him up to it. He ſtands a- 
while, and views, (with Compaſlion no doubt) the 
poor Man, laments his Misfortune, and who couid do 
Fes other- 
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otherwiſe 2 But wanting that truly generous, that hu- 
mane Diſpoſition, which ſhould have prompted him 
to. afford Relief as well as Pity, left him, like the 
Prieſt before, and paſſed by on the other Side. 

I make no Reflection here; but proceed, to a more 
amiable Example, and that in one, whoſe Religion 
had rendered his very Name odious to the. whole 
Fewiſh Nation: A Samaritan, a Separatiſt from 
their Church, a Name of Scoff and Infamy, and, as 
ſuch, maliciouſly impoſed on our Bleſſed Saviour, 
(Fobn x. 48.) Yet a Character drawn from one of this 
deſpiſed People does our Saviour uſe to confront the 
Pride and Cruelty of the unrelenting Few. — We are 
not to imagine that there may not be illuſtrious Pat- 
' terns of Virtue, even among thoſe whoſe Opinions we 
in general abhor. National and religious Prejudices 
are of all, the moſt injurious, and no greater Inſtance 
of a narrow and contracted Mind is there than to ſup- 
poſe there can no good I bing come out of Nazareth, 
no Inſtance of Virtue be among Men of Principles and 
Parties different from our own. Let us learn more ge- 
nerous Sentiments from the benevolent Redeemer of _ 
the World! — EP 

A Samaritan, I ſay, does he chuſe to ſet in Op- 
poſition to the 7e, nay to a Fewiſh Prieſt and Levite, 
the holieſt and moſt reverenced Name. After theſe 
Two had thus left the poor Man, weltering in his 
Blood, @ certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
near to him, and when. be ſaw him, he had Compaſſion 
on him, ichs in, his Bowels yearn'd upon him. His 

Com- 


'Þ 
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Compaſſion was not ſuch as naturally proceeds from 
the Sight of any Object in extreme Miſery, which 
few can prevent if they would, but that generous and 
benevolent Principle, through which we ſee Diſtreſs, 
with an eager Deſire to help and comfort it. On the 
firſt Sight his Heart was moved with Tenderneſs. 
He went up to him, not out of Curioſity, or to enquire 
the Story of his Misforfunes, but to relieve them. He 
ſaw that he wanted immediate Aſſiſtance. A Few he 
was indeed ; and his profeſſed Enemy : But ſhall that 
Conſideration prevent his doing that Duty he owed to 
God the Father of all? His Fellow Creature he was, 
and that is ſufficient to intitle him to his Relief, what- 
ever Opinion or Church he might be of. He went to 
him therefore, and bound up his Wounds, poured in 
Oil and Wine, and, not to do his Work by Halves, 
ſets him on his own Beaſt, and leads him to a Place 
where he might be better provided for, he brought him 
to an Inn, took Care of bim, and paid for what he wan» 
ted. Here, indeed, many would think his Charity 
might well end. He had taken him from his hard 
and lonely Couch on the Ground, ſtripped and woun- 
ded, and half-dead, dreſs'd his Wounds, and convey- 
ed him to a Place of Eaſe and Refreſhment. But he 
cannot leave him here; he is ſtill an Object of Charity, 
and as ſuch ſtill to be regarded; therefore the next 
Day, his own Buſineſs no doubt requiring his Depar- 
ture, before he went, he leaves a Sum of Money with 
the Maſter of the Houſe; and for fear that that ſhould 
not be ſufficient, and the churliſh Hoſt might turn 

| him 


TB] 

him out before his Strength was perfectly reſtored, to 
compleat his good Work, he gives a farther Commiſ- 
fion, and departs with this truly charitable and gene- 
Tous Expreſſion, Take Care of bim, and whatever 
thou ſpendeſt more, when I come again I will repay 
thee, Which now, faith our Blefled Lord, of theſe 
three, thinteſt thou, was Neighbour unto him that 8 


among Thieves? Such is the Force of Truth, that 


even Pride and Prejudice are not able to withſtand 
it, and ſuch the native Beauty and Luſtre of truly 
good and generous Actions, that they need but be ex- 
poſed to be admired. The proud and ſelfiſh Few, 
with all his national Prejudices about him, cannot 
withhold his Approbation from an Action like this, 
tho* done by one, whoſe Name he could not mention 
without Reproach, and whom, if he had ſhewn the 
fame Regard to, he would, in the Opinion of ſome, 
have committed a Sin: And be ſaid, he that ſhewed 
Mercy on him. 
Our Saviour might have condemned the Ferws di- 
realy of their Pride and Uncharitableneſs ; but this 
mens} have been far from a proper and effectual Me- 
thod of convincing a People ſo ſtubborn and prejudi- 
ced ; therefore he chuſes to convey his Reproof in a 
Parable or Similitude, leaving every one to make that 
Application, which Nature and impartial Reaſon ne- 
ver fail to extort, and which we are alway ready to 
acknowledge, when we ourſelves are unconcerned. 
The Lawyer heard the Story with Attention, the ' 
Difference of the Characters was too glaring to 2 1 
5 


ties ſhall require 1t. 


_ 9 
any Heſitation. Good and bad Actions have To na- 


tural an Oppoſition, that they cannot be miſtaken. A 


Man may cal Light Darkneſs, and Darkneſs Light, 
but can never take one for the other. He confeſſes the 
Preference, and the Confeſſion has the Advantage of 


coming from himſelf. The Uſe our Saviour makes of 


his Conviction is to command him to go and do like- 
wiſe. As much as to ſay, You have confeſſed that 
your Neighbour 1s not only one of your own Church 
or Nation, much leſs of your own Kindred and Fami- 
ly, but every one that needeth your Compaſhon, 


whether Friend or Foe, Stranger or Acquaintance, 


Few or Gentile, the Deſpiſer or Obſerver of the Law, 
your Charity 1s to extend to them all : Go, therefore, 
and imitate this good Samaritan, and as he did to the 
Few, do thou to him, or any one elſe whoſe Neceſſi- 

From this inſtructive Leſſon of Holy Writ many 
uſeful Obſervations may ariſe, to all Chriſtians at all 


Times; and very pertinent to the Occaſion of this 


Solemnity. And 


I. From hence we may obſerve (which indeed is 
the Scope and general Deſign of the Parable), that no 
one loſes his natural Right to cur charitable Aſſiſtance 
and Relief, by being a Stranger, of a different Perſua- 


fon, or any other accidental Circumſtance. And that 


in a Moral and Chriſtian Senſe, Men are not ſo much 
Neighbours by living in the the ſame Community, 
ſpeaking the ſame Language, or profeſling the ſame 
O-1atons, (tho? theſe are proper Motives for their be- 


K ing 
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ing ſo) as by doing all the Good they can to one an- 
3 1 pad and Levite, no 4 look'd on 
themſelves as Neighbours to the poor wounded Tra- 
veller, he being a Few, and probably one of their 
own City. But you ſee our Saviour makes the Jew; 
Lawyer confeſs, that a Samaritan, tho' a profeſſed E. 
nemy, was much more ſo, and that becauſe he ſhewed 


Kindneſs unto him. 


He then that would be a Neighbour in this true and 
religious Senſe, muſt be ready to extend his Benefi- 
cence to the Children of Affliction, however divided 
from him in Country or Language, in Practice or 
Belief. It is Mens Neceſſities that make them Objects 


of Charity, not their Agreement in Opinion, or our 


accidental Knowledge of them; and the mutual Rela- 
tion that ſubſiſts between Men, obliges us all, ag far 
- we are aþle, to mutual Acts of Benevolefice and 
Love. 1 

Now, altho' this Principle is ſo extenſive and uni- 
verſal, it cannot be ſuppoſed that the Practice can ever 
be equal to it; and therefore in that, ſome Limitation 
muſt be neceſſary. All then.that is intended hereby is, 
that we are not to abſtain from doing a charitable Act, 
as we have Opportunity, on any of the Accounts be- 
fore- mentioned; and becauſe it is impdflible we can 


actually relieve all that want, or even thoſe that pre- 


d 


| ſent themſelves to us, a Preference muſt be given to 


Sal. vi. 


ſome; which St. Paul plainly allows of, when (ice 
us do Good to all Men, but at the ſame Tin with © 


In eſpecial Regard to the Houſhold of Faith — The 


_ firſt 


4 


1* ; 
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firſt Objects, indeed, are thoſe in the muff immedigte 
Neceſſity. Such was the poor Wretch deſcribed in the 
Story recited above ; ſuch the late unhappy Suffe- 
rers *, whoſe Caſe You have ſo generouſly conſider d. 
Circumſtances being in other Reſpe&s equal, ſurely 
Nature gives a Preference to thoſe in whoſe Welfare 
we are moſt nearly concern'd, our Relations and 
Friends ; and Religion to our Chriſtian Brethren, be- 
fore thoſe that are Aliens from, and Enemies to, the 
Name of Chriſt. Tho' even theſe are far from being 
excluded by the Chriſtian Law, being of the ſame 
Nature with us, Children of the ſame God, and ca- 
pable of being Partakers of the ſame Promiſes and In- 
1eritance. 
But to apply this Obſervation? Many of the Per- 
ſons relieved by this charitable Work of ours will be 
Strangers, no doubt, to the greateſt Part of us; and 
it may be that Some may want an Opportunity of re- 
commending any to it. Neither of theſe Confiderati- 
ons, I hope, will weigh with any one to think his 
Alms unprofitably beſtowed, ſince he is thereby the 
fob Inſtrument of Relief to a Number of his Fel- 
low Creatures; and their being Strangers to him can- 
not alter their Nature, or make them leſs Objects of 
Charity. If none of thoſe with whom he is more 
nearly concerned have had Occaſion for Aſſiſtance 
here, he, with them, has the greater Reaſon to thank 
God for it; but, thould they have, he will with 

| 8 Plea- 
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* This was preach'd ſoon after the Fire at Crediton, for which there was 
collected immediately in Exeter upwards of 600 J. 
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Pleaſure find, that, by 4 zrifling Expence, he has it 
in his Power to afford them the moſt effectual Relief. 
II. As we learn from this Parable the proper Objects 
of our Charity, ſo do we likewiſe the Meaſure and 
Proportion of it; which may be a ſecond Obſervation. 
Lou obſerve that the good Samaritan's Compaſſion fai- 
led not to the unhappy Object as long as he continued 
ſo, that he perfected the good Work he had undertaken, 
and never left him whilſt his Aſſiſtance was wanted. 
This 1s doing Good to the Purpoſe, and giving true 
Worth and Value to our good Works, It was a great 
deal that the Samaritan did; but I muſt add, had he 
done leſs, his Charity would have been fo ſar defec- 
tive, that 1s, he would have omitted to have given that 
Relief to a Perſon in Diſtreſs which he had both Op- 
portuhity and Ability to give, and would, therefore, 
have been ſo far guilty of a ſinful Omiſſion. The 
greater Part of his Reward for undertaking ſo good a 
Work would have been loſt by his leaving it untini{h'd. 
This 1s a Caſe that deſerves much Notice, becauſe 
Men are too apt to conteht themſelves with the loweſt 
and ſmalleſt Acts of Charity, and to think they have 
done a great deal if they have done any thing : Where- 
as Charity, ſuch as St. Paul deſcribes with ſo much 


_ L.Gr.xii.divine Eloquence, and ſuch as it becomes every 


Chriſtian to adorn himſelf with, is of a progreſſive 
Nature, leads Men from one Act of Kindneſs and 
Benevolence to another, and fo far from being fa: 
tisfied with beginning a good Work, that there is no 
Reſt, no Peace, till it is finiſh'd, Then only does 


the 


E 


the charitable Man look with Complacency and 
full SatisfaRticn on his Works, when, like his Al- 
mighty Creator, whom he moſt nearly reſembles, 


he ſees, and can pronounce them very good, that is, Gen. i. 


compleat and perfect. He knows no Place to ſtop at 
whilſt he has it in his Power to go on: For what Stint 
or Limit ſhall he fix to his Labour and Love, who 
knows his Reward to be without Bounds and without 
End? How can he be weary of well-doing, who is 
aſſured that what he ſowerh be ſhall reap, and that the 
Meaſure of his Charity, be it ever ſo large and abun- 
dant, will be meted to him again, preſſed down, and 
running over, at the Great Day of Retribution ? 

As this Conſideration has prevailed with many 
not only at firſt to put this uſeful Delign in Execution, 
but alſo to go on with the ſame Chearfulneſs to ſup- 

ort it at a certain annual Expence, ſo, I flatter my- 
ſelf, it will be ſufficient to bring thoſe to our Aſſiſ- 
tance, who, not perſuaded of the Practicableneſs of 
of this Deſign, have waited to ſee the Effect of it, as 
alſo to confirm them whole Concurrence we have al- 
ready had, and to prevent their being eaſily prevailed 
on to depart from us. Men ought to be very ſure, 
that they have a j Pretence for withdrawing from, 
or not joining their Hands to, a Work ſo uſeful to the 
Poor and Diſtreſſed, and of Conſequence ſo acceptable 
in the Sight of God; and it ſhould not be every little 
Part Sg geſtion or ili natured Suſpicion (from which 
the beſt Human Deſigns will never be intirely free) 
that ſhould make them out of Humour with it, fince, 

ſhould 
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ſhould there be any Ground for them, by their Pre- 


ſence, their Counſels, and Countenance they may 


help to prevent the ill Deſigns of Any, and to continue 
the good Effects of this Charity to thoſe that need it. 


III. But 3dly. As it is almoſt impoſſible, that Men 
ſhould not ſee the Obligation they are under to Acts of 


Beneficence and Charity, conſidering all the Motives 


and Arguments that both Religion and Nature do ſo 
powerfully urge on them, it is much to be feared that 
they flatter and impoſe on themſelves with ſome vain 
Plea and Excuſe for their Omiſſion of them. The 
Unavailableneſs of any, where there 1s ah Opportu- 


nity of doing Good, is a third Obſervation I intend to 


raiſe from this Story. = 

The Samaritan might have uſed (as we ſuppoſe the 
Prieſt and Levite did) ſeveral very plauſible Reaſons 
for hot undertaking ſo hazardous a Work. He had, 
no doubt, as well as they, Buſineſs of his own, was 
on a Journey, and in Haſte to finiſh it, by himſelf could 
do but little for one in ſuch a Condition ; and what 


Obligation was he under to put himſelf to any ſuch 
Difficulties for the Sake of a Few, a declared Enemy, 


one of a different Se& and Party? Such, and other 
Reaſons of the {ame Kind, he might have uſed: And 
trifling as they may well ſeem, one may venture to 
ſay, that much lighter than theſe have often Weight 
enough to fruſtrate many a good Deſign. Beſides all 
this, it would not have been known; and as that would 
be a ſufficient Reaſon for a good Man to have under- 
taken it in hopes of being rewarded by him that 

ſeetb 
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ſeeth in ſecret, ſo is it to. a bad one an Encourage- 
ment to the worſt and moſt cruel Actions. An ill Man, 
no doubt, may perform many a good Action, but 
then it is with a View to ſome preſent End, his own 
Glory or Intereſt, and, therefore, you may be ſure he 


takes no Notice of any Opportunities of doing Good 


where that Ead cannot be anſwered, and he thinks 
he ſhall loſe nothing by the Omiſſion; whereas the 
former, as in the Example before us, tho' he might 
have paſſed by this miſerable Object unobſerved, 
conſiders that his Witneſs is in Heaven, and that There 
he muſt give Account for ſo culpable a Neglect: There, 
he knows, no artful Diſguiſe, no vain Plea or Pretence, 
will ſerve his Turn : That neither his own Danger, or 


the Urgency of his Affairs, nor any other Excuſe that 


might offer, can, with any Effect, be pleaded before 
that Tribunal, where the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be 


diſclos'd, and Men condemn'd or . according 


to their real Intentions, Powers, and Capacities. 

Learn we from hence to deal ſincerely with our- 
ſelves, and to be very careful that we are not too ea- 
ſily impoſed on by our own, as well as the Artifices 
of others: That we weigh well our Abilities with our 
Opportunities of doing Good, and our actual Perfor- 
mances with them both. God, we may be ſure, is 
not to be deceiv'd, however Men may ; and, there- 
fore, let us deal fairly, and do the beſt we can, and 
then God will accept it, whether it be little or much. 
All Men have ſome Power of doing Good, even the 
Pooreſt may, in many Inſtances, be greatly inſtru- 

mental 
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mental to the Relief of others. The Want of Mo- 


ney, or Beaſt, or Medicine, could not have excus'd 


the Prieft and Levite in this Story, for leaving this 
miſerable Object with ſo much Inhumanity. For 
could they yield him 20 A ſſiſtance, tho? they fell 
ſhort of the Samarit an's? Could they not bind up 
his Wounds, tho they had no Wine or Oil to 


im to a Place of more Eaſe, tho' they had no Beaſt 
to carry him thither ? It is every Man's Duty, there- 
fore, to conſider, what lies within his own Reach and 
Ability: And in whatever Degree he can contribute 


to the Eaſe and Comfort of his miſerable Neighbours, 


fo let him be ture to do, as he expects to be dealt with 
himſelf, ſhould he fall into the ſame ſad Circumſtan- 
ces, (which conſidering the various Accidents and Un- 
certainties of Life, even the Greateſt of us may) or 
hopes finally (which all of us I preſume do) to be re- 
wand o God... - 3 

A fair Occaſion this Obſervation gives me of exa- 
mining more particularly ſome of thoſe Excuſes that 
Men, we may ſuppoſe, make to themſelves for their 
little Aſſiſtance in Works of this Nature. The Chief 
of all is, that © they cannot afford it, their Families 
are great, Trade decays, and Taxes increaſe, or if 
they can now, they don't know how long they ſhall 
be able. As to the firft, tho? a competent Proviſion 


for thoſe that belong to us, and ſuitable to that Rank 


we bear in the World, is not only a natural but a re- 
ligious Duty, and nothing therefore inconſiſtent with 
it can be here required, yet there is, ſurely no Man 

that 


* into them? And could not they have convey'd 
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That conſiders all the Promiſes of God to theſe Works 
ok Charity. and his Threatnings on the Neglect of 
them, but muſt think there is ſomething ſo peculiarly 
neceſſary in theſe Duties, that no Occaſion of his own 
can ever abſolutely excuſe the Omiſſion of them. It 
was an Obſervation of David's that he had never ſeen 
the Righteous forſaken, or his Seed begging their Pread ; 
| and one may venture to affirm, on his Aurhority, that 
1 no Man's Family will ever ſuffer on account of his 
Charity; managed, I mean, with that Prudence, and 
38 within thoſe Bounds, that Reafon and Religion pre- 
1 ſcribe. It muſt be Want of Faith in any one that 
| thinks fo ; becauſe God Almighty, with the wonder- 
> /' fulleſt Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs, is pleaſed to acc 
t what is ſo given as lent unto himſelf, and alſo? * 

has promiſed to repay. So that a Man's Alms is the beſt 

Proviſion he can make for his Family: It is deriving 

on them the Bleſſing and Protection of God; which, 
ſtrange as it may ſound to the ſordid Worldling, is of 
;  Infinitely greater Value than Lands or Houſes, or any 
| other Treaſure. Nay, it is that by which alone theſe 
can ſo much as be called Goods. If this Conſidera- 
tion, then, ſtands us in no ſtead, much leſs will the o- 
ther, the Neceſſities and Hardneſs of the Times. For if 
temporal Bleſſings are annexed by the wiſe Order of 
Providence to the Practice of this Duty, as it ſeems 
they are, what in Prudence can a Man do better to 

| remove theſe Preſſures, and mend his Circumſtances ? 
| Does he think to ſucceed in his Buſineſs or Piofe ſſion 
- without the Bleſſing of God, and does he expect to 
obtain that without — to his Will? A much 
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better Senſe has appeared in this Place, where, not- 
witliſtanding the Complaints of this Kind, Charity 
has been obſerved greatly to have increas'd within theſe 
few Years : an Inſtance of which we reflect on with 
great Pleaſure in @ late Collection, much larger than on 
an * Occaſion of the ſame ſad Nature, when you were 
in a more flouriſhing Condition. Wiſely have YOU 
done in providing this good Security to yourſelves, and 


| engaging Heaven to reſtore our Peace and Trangquil:- 


ty, by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. 
But let the Caſe be as bad as it is repreſented ; have 
we no other Way to retrench our Expences than by 


this? Shall our Charities be leſſened becauſe the Oc- 


caſions of them are increaſed ? This were very pre- 
doſterous.— Look we well, therefore, if we do not 


il indulge ourſelves in many vain and needleſs, not 


to ſay ſinful Expences, and whether in general by a 
greater Frugality (the Mother, as it is well deſcribed, 


of- many Virtues) and ſaving in ſome Particulars, we 
might not ſtill, poor as we are, be rich in good Works? 


If this ſhould be the Caſe, the Ground and Force of 


this Pretence is quite removed, were it not true alſo 


Ec, What the wiſe Son of Sinach has obſerved. that Trea-. 


Wix. 11. 


ſure thus laid up according to the Commandments of the 
mo} High ſhall bring us more Profit than Gold. It ſhall 


deliver us from all Aſfliction, and fight for us againi our 
Enemies better than a mighty Shield or a ſtrong Spear. 
The other Plea I mentioned was the Fear of wantin 
themſelves. Men, ſay they, are very willing to ail 
| their 
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their poor Brethren, but are afraid left they ſhould 
ſtand in Need of the A ſſiſtance they give: Things are 
ſo uncertain, liable to ſo many Accidents and Cifami. 
ties, that they muſt look to themſelves, and provide the 
beſt they can againſt them, and therefore cannot give 
to others; whereas in Truth the Conſequence is juſt 
the Reverſe, and therefore they ſhould give to others; 
that is, indeed, to God ; for ſo is he pleas'd to accept it. 
And can they think their Treaſure ſafer in any Hands 
than his, in the Hands of fallible Men, in periſhing 
Bags and Cheſte, thai with him who is eternal Truth, 
and Power, and Juſtice? „ 
In the Law of 3 tho' every 7th Year was to be 
a Yearof Releaſe, that is, the Poor were therein freed 
from all Obligation to their rich Creditors, and the 
Ground itſelf was to lie untill'd, and its ſpontaneous 
Produce to be diſtributed to the Poor, yet none of 
theſe Conſiderations excus'd their Charities in the 
mean Time: For, beware, ſaith the Law, that there be 
not a Thought in thy wicked Heart, ſaying, the ſeventh 
Tear, the Tear of Releaſe, is at hand, and thine Eye be 
evil again thy poor Brother, and thou give him 


nought, and he cry unto the Lord again thee, and it be Dur. . 
a Sin unto thee : Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and thine 7 — 11. 


Heart ſhall not be grieved when thou gives! unto hini; 
becauſe that for this Thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs 
thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou putteft thine 
Hand mito. As great Encouragement ſübſiſts under 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and on Conditions much 
caſier. And, if the Proſpect of certain Loft evety 9th 
Year gave no Indulgence to any one 20 ſhut bi Hand 

«3 from 


[ 20 ] 
from his Brot her, the Poor and the Needy, what a 
Reproach would it be to the Chriſtian Name to fall 
ſhort of this. Example, under Promiſes of a much 
higher, Nature, and with no ſuch certain Tear of Re- 
leaſe? And this may ſuffice for the removing theſe 
Pretences. 

IV. I go on now to the fourth and laſt Obſervation I 
ſhall make on the Story I have been diſcourſing of; and 
that is, the great Beauty and peculiar Excellence of 
Works of Charity and Benevolence. They ſteal our 
Approbation, even. in. fpight of Prejudice and Partia- 

lity. You ſee the + Lawyer could not but con- 
ſeſs that a poor deſpiſed Samarit an, doing ſuch a Work 
of Charity, was a much more amiable Character, and 
much more worthy of his Approbation, than that of a * 
Prieſt of his own Communion fo ſhamefully neglect ing 
it. That without theſe, therefore, no Name or Cha- 
rater, however reverenced in the World, will ſecure 
aà Man in the Eſteem of it. Theſe are the true Teſts 
of Religion and Virtue. And however Men may ſhel- 
ter theinſelves in the Orthodoxy of their Church or 
Party, and amuſe others with high Pretences to Zeal 
and Devotion, if they are deficient in charitable and 
+ beneficent Actions, the Religion of ſuch Men is vain; 
for that which prompts a Man not to do Good to o- 


* 


thers, be it what it will, (hall do him zo Good at the 
laſt.—A Spirit of Beneficence is the true Spirit of that 
Religion which is ſummed up in the Love of God and 
our av, pro of which the latter is directly over- | 
- thrown by the Failure of Charity, and the former in 


plain Conſequence. So St. John infers, I. Ep. Ch. iii. 17. 
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Woo bath this Worlis Good, and ſeeth his Brot her 


have Need, and ſhutteth up his Bawels of Compaſſion 
from him, how dwelleth the Love of God in him? 


And as without Charity no true Religion ſubſiſts, 
ſo on the contrary (to give the Argument its full 
Weight) is the Truth of it moſt eminently owned, 
and ſucceſsfully propagated by the Exerciſe of it. — 
The greater and wealthier Part of Mankind, from 
whom the faireſt and frequenteſt Oblat ions of this 


Kind muſt come, is likewiſe. the maſt ſignificant in 


Example. In them Birth, Education, and Power, u- 
ſually meet; or, however, in the common Eye, Wealth 
ſtands for them all. It ſuch Men, therefore, appear 
religious, as they will, and for a good Reaſon too; if 
they ſacrifice the Goods of this World to the Hopes of 
the next, great Honour muſt reduund” to the Profeſ- 
ſion, and many, ſeerng their Betters in earneſt; will be 


perſuaded of the Truth, and encouraged in the Prac- 


tice of their Parts. Thus, while you relieve.the Bo- 
dies of Men, may you benefit their Souls unawares, . 
and, whilſt you are extrieating fome from temparal, 
lead others to-eſcape everlaſiing Miſery. 188 

This N comes with particular Weight on 
ourſelves, the C LE RG T. As ſingularly odious as 
the Character of the FewiſfPrieſt and Levite appears 
in the Goſpel, ſo may we be ſure will much more that 
of w Chriſtian Prieſt that ſhall come and look upon 
ſuch Objects ot his Compaſſion as this, and paſs by ox 
the other Side. Would we ſecure our Profeſſion in its 
juſt Eſteem and Reverence, it muſt be by. ſhewing the 


_ Enfluence Religion has on our own Lives. And when 


by. 


ed 
by our Charitableneſs, our Humility, and Love, we 
ſtudy to adorn the Goſpel of God our Saviour, then do 
we moſt powerfully recommend it to others. — A great 
deal more d 


or any other Charity? The Weight of thoſe Argu- 
ments, I fear, with which we would enforce it, will be 
much leſſen'd for want of our own Example. This was 
the great Scandal of the Jewiſh Church; on which Ac- 
count our Saviour ſo often upbraids them: They were 


willing enough to lay Burdens on Men, but would not 


move them themſelves ſo much as with a Finger. They 


ſaid, but did not; and therefore his Direct ion is, (be- 


cauſe Men are to live by Rule, and not by Example) 
to obſerve and de what they bid them obſerve, but not 
to do after their Work, Mat. xxill. 3. I ſhall conclude 


this Head, therefore, with this one Reflection; that 


no Example whatever will countenance any Man in 
doing contrary to a known Rule; and therefore we 
are not ſo much to conſider what the Example of o- 
thers is, as what that Rale obliges us to. 

I have now gone thro? with the Obſervations I had 
to make on this Parable or Story of our Bleſſed Savi— 


our, and the Application of them to our preſent Buſi- 


neſs. — There is no Occaſion to ſet before you the par- 
ticular Advantages of this Kind of Charity, ſince they 


are now ſufficiently own'd by all, and Experience it - 


ſelf has ſilenced the little Objectious that were made 
: to 


nds on our Example than our DoCtrines; 
and, therefore, let us have a principal Regard to thi, + | 
and they that hear us will have a greater to them, If 
we do not lead the Way ourſelves according to our A- 
bilities, with what Confidence can we recommend this 


SM 


to it. The Subject, indeed, is already exhauſted hy 


One who had examined it with great Application and 
Ability, whoſe Papers are in many Hands, and whoſe 
Memory, for his Zeal and Endeavours to advance this 
uſeful Charity both here and in another Place, will e- 
ver be dear to the Sick and Indigent of theſe Countries, 
and to us ſor this Opportunity of doing them Good in 
a Way the moſt eaſy and effect ual. 
You underſtand whom I mean; — and could it be 
ſuppos'd that departed Souls are ſenſible of what paſſes 
here, I make no doubt but the pleaſing RefleAion that 
this Day affords would be an Addition to the Happi- 
neſs even of that bleſſed Place where He now is. With 
how much Satisfaction would He ſee this great and joy- 
ful Aſſembly, Perſons of the higheſt Rank and Diſtinc- 
tion engaging in his good Deſign (ſuch whoſe Counte- 
nance it nee led moit to raiſe and —_— it) united in 
their Approbation of his Work, and going on to com- 
pleat it! But with (till greater Pleaſure would he ob- 
ſerve that the ſame generous and diſintereſted Spirit 
with which it was began, continues to direct and rule 
it, and that thoſe Virtues, on which He laid the Foun- 
dation, are (and we hope ever will be) its Ornament, 
its Strength, and Security. 
Let us, then, in the firſt Place, be always thankful 
to Almighty God for the Means and Opportunities he 
gives us, of contributing to the Eaſe and Well-being of 


| our Fellow Creatures; and let us praiſe his Divine Wiſ- 


dom, who out of the Miſeries and Evils of Mankind 
opens a Spring of ſo much Good to ourſelves and them. 


— Let the Men of Fortune rejoice, that ſuch. a fair 
Field. 
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Field is here before them, wherein they may meet 
with never-failing Entertainment, which they weary 
themſelves to find in a Thouſand empty and unprofita- 
ble Purſuits. I need not mention the Obligation the 
Poor are under of particular Thankfulneſs both to 


God and Us, and of making rhe beſt and only Recom. 


penſe we deſire, in a due Senſe of his Goodneſs to 
them, and an humble and honeſt Behaviour for the fu- 
ture. | 

And Bleſſed be God, that as he has put it into the 
Hearts of the Great and Wealthy, to give ſo conſidera. 
ble an Aid to this pious and charitable Wor k, fo alfo 
that He hath ſent ſach a Spirit of Union and Agree- 
ment amongſt us (nutwithſtanding ſore Endeavours 
to diſtuib our Peace) that tho' the Members of our 

Society are of various Sets, Opinions, and Parties, 


1 ————— —„VT — 
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yet ſuch has been our Harmony in the conducting this 
Charity, that we appear in a manner to be all of oze 


Mind, and to think the ſame Thing ! — So indeed will 


it always be, when Men intend well, and have but 


one View, the publick Good; whereas the true Reaſon 
of Contention and Animoſity is the Selfiſhneſs and 


Pride, and Over. bearing of ſome ; who, as they would | 


carry every Thing their own Way, fo have they ſome 
private Intereſt too often to ſerve, to which the general 
Good muſt be made to ſubmit ; and becauſe they judge 
of others by themſelves, and fancy, or at leaſt would 


repreſent, 'them as aiming at the ſame, freſh Jealou- | 


fies and Envyings are continually ariſing, till the Uſe- 


fulneſs of the Deſign is loſt in the Strife and Diviſion | 


of the Parties concern'd in it. 


As 
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As we praiſe God that this is not our Caſe, ſo let 


us not forget that it is he that maketh Men to be of 


one Mind in an Houſe; and, therefore, that we be not 


wanting in our Prayers unto him, that he would pre- 
ſerve us in Peace and Unity. That he would go on 


to crown the good Work he hath begun with ſtill 


greater Succeſs, to enlarge our Walls, and the Num- 
bers of our Society, that this whole Community, lay- 
ing alide all Bitterneſs, Wrath, and Envying, may 


join together in the Support of this Charity (as by 


ſuch a Union 1t will be beſt ſupported) and that the 
only Emulation amongſt us may be in our Zeal for the 


Glory of God, the Good of our Country, and the 


'  Peaceand Happineſs of our Neighbours. 
Io our Praiſes and our Prayers let us al add our 
Endeavours alto, or we offer but the unacceptable Sa- 


critice of Fools and Hypocrites. Let no Man juſtif 


himſelf, therefore, with a bare Acknowledgment o 
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the Uſefulneſs of our Charity, or cold Commendation, 


of thoſe that are engaged in it. 
The Objects we would recommend to Lou, are the 


Sich and Diſeaſed, the Lame and Wounded, thoſe that 


cannot aſſiſt themſelves in theſe ſad Circumſtances, 
and have none to aſſiſt them. Can You paſs by ſuch 
as theſe wath Compaſſion only, and not lend them 
ſome little Aid, (and ſome You all may) to bind up 
their Wounds and to bring them to this INN to be 


taken Care of. — Every Argument that can be uſed 
on the Subject of Charity in general, and ſo man 


they are, and ſo ſtrong, on thoſe that believe the Gol- 
pel, that it is impoſſible to reſiſt their united Force, 
RR with- 
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without doing the greateſt Violence to our Conſcien- 
ces: Every one, I ſay, may with great Strength be 
urg'd for this Kind of Charity in particular, and it 
is our Duty ſeriouſly to conſider them. Were not 
theſe, indeed, amongſt the propereſt Objects of Mens 
Compaſſion, our Bleſſed Saviour would not have 
wrought ſo many Miracles in their Cure, have made 
their Cauſe ſo much his own, and the viſiting the Sick, 
an Article of ſo ſtrict Enquiry at the Great Day 


of Accounts. And, ſurely, to negle& an Opportu- 


nity of bringing a Relief to a Number of theſe unhap- 


py Objects, with ſo little Inconvenience to ourſelves, 


and of ſupplying them with zhoſe that can moſt profi- 
tably viſit them, will be one of the heavieſt Charges 
that can be brought againſt us in that Day. 

And let no Man vainly deceive himſelf, that be- 
cauſe his Abilities are ſnall, that therefore he is to do 


nothing, or that the little he can ſpare, will at beſt be 


but of little Service, is not expected, and will not be 


miſſed, and, therefore, he may as well keep it for the 


Occaſions of himſelf and Family. This, methinks, 
is ſtrange Language for a Chriſtian, one that reads the 
Scriptures, and remembers the honourable Teſtimony 
our Saviour gave to the poor Widow that brought but 
Two Mites to the Treaſury: And becauſe it was al 
ber Livelibood eſteemed it as much more than thoſe 
larger Donations that the Rich, out of their Abun- 
dance, had caſt into it. — Such publick and exten- 
five Charities require the Concurrence of AJ. And, 
doubtleſs, the Rewards will be greateſt, not where 
_ moſt is given in Weight or Number, but t in Pro- 
Pow 


1 
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ortion to the Means of the Giver, tho' in the other 
Reſpect the very leaſt of all. In the Chriſtian as in 


the 28 Sacrifice a Pair of Turtle Doves, or the ie. ,. 
tenth Part of an Epbah of fine Flour, the {mall Of- 2-11. 


fering of the Poor will be equally accepted as whole 
burnt Offerings, and the coſtlieſt Oblations of the 
Rich. Natural Reaſon allures us of the ſame, and 
ſome of the Heathens, therefore, diſcern'd that it was 
not the Coſt of their Sacritices which the Deity chief- 


ly regarded, whoſe Favour was to be obtain'd more bj 


the Heart than Ability of, Sacrificef” 

But I wave preſſing you any further. I would not 
extort your Charity, for fear of robbing you of the 
Benefit of it. Let every Man do as he is diſpoſed in 


hit own Mind, but not grudgingly or of Neceſſity : For 


God (let us alway remember this divine Sentence) lo- 
veth a cheerful Giver. And, therefore, I cannot con- 
clude without congratulating Ton, who firſt under- 
took this great Work, who have perſiſted in it with 
the nobleſt Reſolution and Conſtancy amidſt many 
Diſcouragements and Obſtructions, ſupported it when 
it was ready to {ink and there was hardly any Hopes 
left of its ſurviving. How have you obey'd the Pre- 
cept of your Bleſſed Maſter, and, in Imitation of the 
Good Samaritan, have taken the Sick, the Lame, and 
the Wounded, from their cold and wretched Habita- 
tions, to a Place of Eaſe and Comfort, where their un- 
wholſome and poor Diet is changed for Food conve- 
ment for them, where Salve 1s provided for their Sores, 
Medicine for all their 1 and, by the Bleſſing 

e 2 e of 


[ 28 ] 
of God, Recovery of their Limbs, their Health, and 
Strength ! 

You have, all, in ſome Meaſure, anticipated your 
Reward in the pleaſing Reflection of ſeeing ſo many f 
the moſt miſerable of your Fellow Creatures reſtored 
to themſelves, their Families, and Country ; made ca- 

pable of enjoying their Being, made ſenſible too of 
the Goodneſs of God to them, which before, they had 
ſcarce, perhaps, thought of. You are repay'd in their 


grateful Thanks and Acknowledgments, in their ardent 


Vows and Prayers for you; and do but com are with 
| this all your vain Amuſements and Satisfactions, far 
more expenſive, and how poor and empty do the beſt 
of them ſeem ! How little will they bear Reflection! 


Whereas the Plcaſure of this is daily increaſing, con- 


tinues with us thro' every Stage of Life, gives a Reliſh 
to its Bleſſings a nd Enjoyments, makes our Bed in our 
| Sickneſs, waits on and chears us in the darkſoine Hur 


of Death. — When the Glories of this World thall 
fade, then will theſe our good Works be our Joy and 
Comfort; theſe will riſe with us from the Grave, 


plead for us at the Throne of God, and recommend 
us to his Favour, and thro* the Merits of our Bleſſed 
Re-dezmer, to that ever- comfortable and divine Sentence 
of, Come, ye bleſſed Children, receive the Kindym preſ a- 


red for you from the Foundation of the World, For, 1 


was an bungred, and you gave me Meat, I was thirſty 
ana you gave Drink. Sick and you viſited me. Veri- 
ly, I ſay unto you, inaſmuch as you have done it unto 
the leaſt of theſe my Brethren ( Gracious and aſtoni- 
ſhing Condeſcenſion ) you have done it unto me. 
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OF THE 
Riſe, Progreſs, and preſent State 
Df THE 


Devon and Exeter Ho seriTar, 


Supported by voluntary and charitable Subſcriptions 


for the Relief of the Sick and Lame, &c. 


then Dean of Exeter, to raiſe a Hoſpital, on the ſame Plan with that at 


F* the Year 1741 it was propoſed by the Rev. Dr. AluxzD Clarke, 
Winchefter, (of which he had the Promoting and Conducting, and had 


experienc'd the Uſefulneſs) in or near this City, for the Benefit of the poor 
Sick. The Advantages of ſuch a Deſign were repreſented by him in 


printed Propoſals, and ſeem'd to meet with a general Approbation. A 
large Sum was immediately ſubſcribed by Gentlemen of the City and 


County; and on the Encouragement ſo chearfully given, a Place was ſoon 


fixed on and purchas'd of a kind Friend and Benefactor to the Hoſpital, 
Joun Tucxrisu, Eſq; of Fu/ford, in this County, on Southernhay, 
for the Building. Could it have been granted, the old Workhouſe, at 


the Bottom of Paris reet, (now the Exeter Haſpital) would have been 


taken for the Purpoſe, that the great Expence of raiſing an entire new 
Building might have been ſaved. 

On the 27th of Augu/f, in 1741, the Foundation Stone was laid by the 
Dean, attended by the Clergy and Principal Inhabitants of the City, with 
great Tokens of Joy and Satisfaction. It was propos'd that the Building, 


at firſt to be raiſed, ſhould be large enough to contain 160 Beds, by which 


it was calculated, that a 1000 Poor might have the Benefit of being ad- 
mitted every Year, 1 
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The Expences of building and furniſhing ſuch a Houſe were calculated at 


near 4000 J. A Proviſion was made for a further Enlargement of the 


Building to contain a 100 Beds more, ſhould the Circumſtances of the Chari. 
ty ever permit. 
In the mean Time another Deſign of the ſame Kind was ſet on foot for 
the Uſe of the City only, by which our Aſſiſtance was divided, and a Check 
iven to the s of this Work; inſomuch that it was thought neceſ- 
Pry to lay aſide the original Deſign for the preſent ; and that the Advanta- 
ges of this more extenſive Undertaking might not be loſt, to finiſh and fit 
up a Part of the Building only, for the immediate Reception of Patients, 
tho? even this could not have been done, had not a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney been advanced (without Intereſt or Security) by. ſome of the Principal 


Contributors; to whoſe extraordinay Generoſity is owing the Preſervation, 


and to their Care and Diligence in the Management of it, the Continuance 
of this moſt uſeful and laudable Work. . 
By the Firſt of January laſt a Part of the Houſe was furniſhed, Thirty { 
Beds put up, and the Hoſpital accordingly open'd for the Reception of ka- 
tients. And this, it ſhould be obſerv'd, was within leſs than a Year and 
half from its firſt Foundation, which is ſo ſhort a Time for ſo large and ex- 


penſive a Work, that a/l Things conſider d, we have more Reaſon to admire 


that it was brought to any Effect ſo ſoon, than to complain of the Delays 
that attended it. | | 5 
The Number of our Benefactors and Subſcribers has continued from that 


Time to encreaſe, and no one on that Account ſhould withhold or leſſen his 


Liberality, ſince our Income is not yet anſwerable to the Demands or Extent 
of this Charity. We have gone on to enlarge proportionably our Accom- 
modation for Patients, which now amounts to upwards of Sixty Beds, and 
the Building already finiſh'd is large enough to contain many more; but it 
is not defign'd to add any more to our Expences, till we are certain of our 
Income. It is hop'd, therefore, that Gentlemen, that intend to continue 
their Aſſiſtance to this charitable Deſign, will ſend in their Arrears as ſoon 


as poſſible, and that Al that propoſe to become Subſcribers, or to ceaſe to 
be ſo, (the Number of which we charitably hope will be very ſmall) would 


ſignify their Names, and their reſpective Subſcriptions. 

The Patients are regularly attended by the Phyſicians and Surgeons of the 
City gratis ; (and their Attendance and Care we moſt thankfully acknow- 
ledge,) and by the Clergy, in the like Manner, to read daily Prayers to them. 
There is an Apothecary in the Houſe ; Auditors are appointed weekly to 


inſpect the Accounts, and Viſitors to examine every Day, whether the 


Rules and Orders of the Houſe are duly obſerved. The Committee fits 
every Thurſday at Eleven in the Forenoon to receive their Reports, admit, 
and diſcharge Patients, and for other Buſineſs that by the Statutes. of the 


Society comes before them; and we doubt not but the whole will appear 
En to 


to the Satisfaction of every one, to be conducted with the greateſt 
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OEconomy and Order, as well as the greateſt Integrity and Impartiality; 
of which, if any better Proof is deſir d than the Names and Characters 
of the Perſons who have honour'd our Liſt of Subſcribers, it would be 
well if Gentlemen would be at the Trouble of examining it themſelves. 
An Abſtract of our Accounts is here added, and it will be obſerved, with 
great Credit to the Managers, that their Receipts and Payments have kept fo 
even a Pace, notwithſtanding the Difficulties they laid under from the Non- 
yment of much Money that was expected, and the heavy Demands of 


| 5 large and expenſive a Building. 


The State of the Patients, and the Number that in fo ſhort a Time 


have receiv'd Benefit from this Charity, is a Specimen and full Proof of the 


t Uſefulneſs and Bleſſing it will be to the Inhabitants of this Country, 
when it ſhall become more fully eſtabliſh'd and enlarg'd. 

It may be obſerv'd alſo, that tho* ſome of the Patients have had the 
Benefit of the Hoſpital, that is, Diet and Lodging, with Advice and Me- 
dicine for upwards of ſeven Months, yet one with another the Expence of 
each does not amount to 40 Shillings : And let any one conſider what that 
Sum would do in a private Way for Phyſick, Diet, and Attendance, even 
for as many Wks, and too often without Cure (which, by the Bleſſing 
of God, has been receiv'd here by ſome, after Twenty Years Hineſs) ; and 
if he is deſirous to lay out his Charities to the beſt advantage, no other Mo- 
tive than this need be offer'd ſor his Aſſiſtance here. ” 

Farther Satisfaction cannot be given this Way: Let Gentlemen, therefore, 
come and look upon us, and our Proceedings, the Neatneſs and Commo- 
diouſneſs of the Building, the OEconomy of our Family, the Diligence 
and Tenderneſs, and Skill, that the Patients are attended with, the Con- 
tent and Satisfaction that appears in the Countenances of the poor Crea- 


tures, even under the /evere/t Regimens, the Regularity and Order of 


the whole; and we doubt not but the agreeable Proſpect will enlarge 
their Ideas of this Charity, and ſilence and remove every Objection and 
Prejudice againſt it. 
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to den ber the 16th, 17 43. * 
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The Slate of the PATIENTS from January the 1ſt, 1742, (hen 


the Hoſpital was open d) 
Patients akin 

In-Patients 83 169 
Out-Patients — 63 
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to September the 1 6th, 1743. 


Patients diſcharg d. 


Cured 


x nk _ 103 2 

For Non-Attendance —— 105. | 

Irregularity 2» | 
Improperly recommended  — 1 | T 
| Such vinole Caſes would admit of > 126} Sr 1 
no further Cure in the Hoſpital, 1 
tho* ſome of them receiv'd great > | The 
Benefit there „5 | B 

Patients on the Books, Sept. 16. 1 743, Sir 

In-Patients $20 þ 
Out-Patients om | Johr 
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Tei Of all that have been diſcharged cured ſince the opening of the Hoſpital, Four had been II 


= inen Twenty Tears, One above Seventeen Years, Three above Fifteen Tears, 1 begs. 2 
von — Years, One above Ten Years, Three above Erght Tears, Three above | Six U 6477, 
Four above Five Tears, Three above Four Years, Twenty One above Two Years, Eighteen from 
Six to Eighteen Months, and Eleven from Tavo to Six Months. ] 

Among the Caſes were Ore Cancer, Four Leproſies, Thirteen ſtrumous and {corbutick Diſor- 
| ders, Seven Colicks, Too Agues, Seven Rheumatiſme, Seven Paralytick Diſorders, Ore Gra- 
yel al Stone, Three Contuſions, Two Fractures, Forty Four Tumors and Ulcers, for which 
| 


| derwent Amputations 3 | e 224K 
m= all — have + Am diſcharg'd ſince the N of the Ho/pital, Three had the Benefit of 
the Hoſpital Eight Months, One above Seven Months, Four above Five Months, Nine from Foxy to 
Five Months, Twenty Three from Three to Four Months, and Twenty Two from us to Three 
Months. | | 
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* John Moyle, Eſq; 


* Rev. Mr. Mudge 
Mrs. Mary Mallett 


Rev. Mr. Marſhall 


1 


* Rev. Mr. Sam. Newte 


— 


N. Medland, Eſq; Mayor 


4 —- Philip 
— John Nicholl 

- Nicholls, of Plymouth 
s. Northmore. 


| Mr. Richard 


| 

I John Periam, Etq; 
* Mr. Richard Periam 

| * Rev. Mr. Char Peters 

| + Sam. Peirce, Eſq; [| 

{ x Mr. Sam. Pierce, Merchant 


| John Mervin, Eſqz 
Mr. Middeat 

— Mignon 
Rev. Mr. Milman 
Mr. Jonas Morgan 
{| —-s. Muſgrave, 
XY John Newcombe, Eſq; 
[I William Newcombe, Eq; 


8 "_ 


* Mrs. Newton 

* Rev. Dr. Newcombe 
* William Neyle, Eſq; 
* Mr. John Norman 
* Mrs. Nutcombe 
Mr. William Newman 
Neyle 


_—_— 


O 


Richard Oldner, Eſq; 
* George Oimond, Eſq; 


i * William Oxenham, Eſg; 
Oſbourne 

3 

** Thomas Pitt, Eſq; 

** John Pollexfen, Eſq; 

** Edmond Prideaux, Eſq; 
X Mrs. Prowſe 

* John Parker, Eſq; 

Mr. Claud. Pafſavant 


* Lady Pole 


Richard Parminter, Eſq; | 


| * Mr. John Parſons | 
* Mr. John Paſſavant 


* William Paſton, Eſq; 
Mr. John Patch 
„ —- Oliver Peard 


N John Pennick, Eſq; 


* Mrs. Allice Pince 


* Mr. William Pitfield I 


John Pollexfen, Eſq; 


John Pyne, Eſq; 


Mr. William Ranſtall 


_ James Rigg | 


Capt. William Potter 

y Mr. Daniel Ping 

& Tohn Pyne, Eiq; 

* 1 Prief Vicars of St Pe- 
ters, Exon 

Rev, Mr. Paddon 

Rev. Mr. Paine 

Mr. Thomas Parker 

—- Samuel Parminter 

Rev. Mr, Parr 

Mr. Partridge 

—. Charles Peace 

Rev. Mr. Peirce 

Mr. Richard Perryman 

Rev. Mr. Petwyn 

Mr. George Phillips 

—- Phillips, of Modbury 

— Elias Pitt 

— James Pitman 

Rev. Mr. Prowle 

— Pyke 

—- Pyke, Serge-maker 


Rev. Mr. Quick 
Mr. Quick. 
R 


+* The Rev. Dr. Reynell 


* The Rev. Cannon Rey- 


nolds | 
** Sam, Rolle, Efq; 
* Thomas Roſe, Eſq; 
Walter Radcliffe, Eſq; 
* Mr. John Richards 
Rev. Mr. Chriſt Roberts 
Rev Mr. Roberts of Jacob- 
ſtowe 
T William Rodd, Eſq; 
John Rowe, EIq; 


Rev. Mr. Recks 

Rev. Mr. Reyner 

Rev. Mr. Reynolds 
Ambroie Rhodes, Eſq 
—- Phil. Rich 


5 
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| —- Tho. Rowe 


George Rooke, Eſq; 


— Thomas Rowſe 
— Ruffiat 

8 
#* Wiltam Short, Eſq; 
john Southcott, Eiq; 
William Strode, Eſq; 
| * Mr. Lewis Schuman 
| * —- Thomas Smith 
* Edward Saint!:il!, Eſq; 
Mr. Sam. S.mpion 
* —- Sanders 


| © Servington Savery, Eq; 


* Mr. Samuel Short 
| * Rev. Mr. Sleech 
Rev. —- Snow 


[ — Thomas Southcott 


John Spooner, Eſq; 


| * —- Alderman Spry 


William Spry, Eſq; 


Rev. Mr. Stert 


| * Alderman Symons, 
{ —- Sainthill 


Rev. —- Salter 
Rev. —- Salmon 
— Rich Sampſon 
—- Henry Sanders 
Rev. Mr. Sanford 
Mrs. Ann Sandford 
—- John Sarjent 
- Czf. Savage 


| —- Stan. Sanderſon 
| Mrs. Mary Sawle 


Mr. Edward Score 


| Miſs Jane Score 


—— Ehlz. Score 
Mr. Joſ. Seddy 


| —- Benj. Shawe 
| Mrs. Eliz. Shire 


Rev. Mr. Shepheard 


Mrs. Short 


| — Dor. Southmead 
Mr. George Southcott 
— John Splatt 


. Beny. Spry 
G 


—_—— 


—- John Squary 
Mrs. Stabback 

Mr. William Stephens 
| —- John Stephens 
—- Sam. Stephens 
Mrs. Stone 

v. 11s Stone 


—- Sam. Symons, Jun. 
„ 

& Joſeph Taylor, Eſq; 
| ** Arthur Tremayne, 
** Rev. Mr. Thomſon 
* Rev. Mr. Troyte 
* George Tanner, Eſq; 


2 


* Robert Tapſon, Eſq; 
* Rev Mr. Taunton 


| * Mr. Thomas 

Xx —- Tho. Toms 
 —- John Tozer 
* Miſs Troſs 


* —— Tuckfiel {* * 


—- Rich. Tapley 
| —- John Taylor 
| —- James Taylor 
—- Thomas 


—- Aaron Tozer 
| —- Sam. Tremlett 


—- Thomas Tripe 

| —- Triſt 

Miſs Tucker 

William Tucker, Eſq; 


— Jonath. Tucker 


V 


* John Vowler. Eſq; 
* Unknown Hand by Mrs. 


Courtenay 

* Mr. Tho. Vowler 
FW Thomas Veale 
| —- Antho., Vicary 


—. William Stoodleigh, jun. 
| —-Aldm. Strong, of Plym. 


Eſq 


* 


Rev. Mr. Towgood, Crediton 
Rev. —- Towgood, Topſham 
| —- Aaron Tozer, of Newton 


Mr. Triggs, of Plymouth. 


Un- 
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Unknown hand by Mr. Finni- * Rich. Wills, Eſq; | — Henry Wilmott 
more * John Woolcombe, | John Wite, Eſq; 
W * Wm. Wotton, Eſq; | =, Benj. Withers | 
r Rev. Nr. Walrond W. Waddon, Eiq; | —- John Withers | | 
Xx James White, Eſq; [Francis Walrond Eſq; | Mrs. Wollacombe | [ 
Xx Stephen Weſton, Eſq; Mr. Richard Warde — John Wood 
** Wm. Peer Williams, Eſq; ! — Samuel Way mouth — Thomas Wood 
* John Oliver Williams, Eſq; —- Nic. Webber | Miſs Woolcombe 
* Mr. Wyndham bevy Webb of Plymouth —-- Ann Woolcombe 
* Mrs. Williams | —- John Weſcott Rev. Mr. Worthley 
Henry Walrond Eſq; Mrs. Weſlake Rev. —- Worth 
* Mr. Francis Walrond Miſs Weſton urs. Elizabeth Worth 
* —- Nich. Webber —- Weſtron —- Fran. Worth 


* —- Charles Webber —- Nich Wiel — Simon Worth. 
* John Weekes, Eſq; Rev. Mr. Wight | Rev, Mr. Wrey 

3 WIS * Rev. Mr. Geo. Weſtlake Rev. —- Wilcox —- Wyat 

WEN * Mr. Edw. White —- —- Henry Wilcox, ſen. | v 
. * — Tho. Whitten Mrs. Wilcox * Mr. Giles Varde 
Rev. Mr. Tho, Whitter | Miis Williams 5 * Rich. Yeo, Eſq; 


* Mr. Wm. Williams, of Ex- Rev. Mr. Preb. Williams | ＋ Capt. Veo. 7 
week — John Williams ! Mits Jane Yonge | /[ 
* Mr. Wm. Williams | —- William Williams, jun. James Young, Eſq; 4 [ 


NB. Any Subſcribers under « Guinea are not included in this Liſt, which cannot be very 
exaft, on account of our Uncertainty, with Reſpett to the Sul ſcriptious in Arrear. 


Our Annual Subſcriptions begin and end at Lady. day. Th, 


IE 7 


Governors, by Virtue of their Benef ations. : — 


Right Hon. Peter Lord King 100 o o Unknown hand by the Rev. 

John Tuckfield, Eſq; io 0 of Mi. Hallett, jm. — 50 o o © ] 
Rev. Mr. Cooke of Thorne- John Baring, En — 40 oo |f 
combe — 71 0 6 Humphrey Sydenham, Eſq; 20 o o 7 


Rich. Beavis, Eſq; in Timber and Stone more than the Value of 201, 
Mrs. Saffin a Legacy of 100 J. and her Siſter Mrs. Stuart the , 


Intereſt of 501. for ever. 5 1 
Phyſicians to the Hoſpital. "Tl 
Dr. Andrew, . Dr. Dicker, 1 
Dr. Glaſs, Dr. Hallett. 3 


Dr * Walrond, 0 
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| Suigecus. 
Mr. Parr, | NIr. Patch, | 
Air. Parch, jun. | Ir. Pillete. 
| * 0 patient from the Country, nor any In- Patient from Exeter, 


is admitted without bringing a Recommendation,and a Security 
| om ſome ſubſtantial Perſon, atteſted by one credible Witneſs at 
laſt, todefray the Expences of Burial or Removal ; which Recom- 
\ mendation and Sccurity are to be in the following Form, v2. 


To the Governors of the Devon and Exeter Hoſpital at Exeter. 
 Geatlemen, Day of 17 
| /[ Deſire Jyort will admit A. B. of the Pariſh of 
t ts be a Partcit of your Hoſpital, and you will ge 


Your humble Servant 


The under - written Form of Security mut be 
direcied to the Treaſurers. 
To C P. and E. F. 


| 7 Do hereby promiſe to defray all Expences which attend the Burial 
1 or Removal of the aboveſaid A. B. 


Witneſs 


87 All Subſcribers, and other Perſons diſpos'd to contribute to this charitable Deſign, 
are deſired to pay their Subſeriptions and Benefactions to Mefirs. Flogre and Arnold, 
Bankers, in.Fleet-/treet, or Mr. Nath. Paice, on Cellege-Hill, Lo x DON; Mr. 
Von Norman, Meitrs. Enchmarſb, or Mr. Siman Marth, at I IVE X x ON; 
* Cumingbam, at OR E HAM P TON Mr. Eqdgcombe, or Mr. Baauford, at 
, & VISTOCK,; the Rey, Mr. Mudge, Mr. Themas Veale, or Mr. Morehead, 
LYMOUT E; the Rev. Mr. Gilbert, or the Rev. Mr. Steed, at BAR N- 
*TAPLE; Mr, Richard Legaſſick, at TOTNE 5s; or to the Treaſurers of the 


4 Hoſpital at E XETER; from any of who Su 71 
2 bl 1 Wnom the b/crib 7 [| | 
che Rules co Heſpital lat 1 1 ſeribers may have a Copy of 


gy 


* 


